typhoons and hurricanes; harmful algal blooms; and tsunamis) and the atmosphere (lightning and
dust storms). Natural hazards significantly impact human life and health on different spatiotemporal
scales and also have socioeconomic bearings. In recent years, satellite data have been widely used
by many developed and developing countries, in an effort to better understand and characterize the
various underlying processes influencing natural hazards, and to carry out related impact assess-
ments. Efforts have also been made to launch dedicated satellite missions for monitoring hazards

lo properties and businesses. Widespread liquefaction, rupture and surface manifestations were
observed, which are discussed in the chapters authored by Thakkar.

Susan Bartels and colleagues discuss medical complications associated with earthquakes. T.J.
Majumdar explains satellite-retrieved geophysical data as possible precursors of earthquakes. Matt
Pritchard and Sang-Ho Yun cover satellite radar imaging techniques for applications to natural



