The Earth that sustains us today was born out of a few remarkable, near-catastrophic
revolotions, started by biological innovations and marked by global environmental
conscquences. The revolutions have certain features in common, such as an increase
in the complexity, cocrgy utilization, and information processing capabilitics of life.
This book describes these revolutions, showingthe fundamental interdependence of
the evolution of life and its non-living environment. We would not exist unless these

upheavals had led eventually to ‘successful’ outcomes—meaning that after each one,

i ar length, a new stable world emerged.

The current planet-reshaping getivities of our species may be the start of another great
Earth system revolution, but there is no goarantee that this one will be successful. This
book explains what a successful transition through it mighe look like, if we are wise

© enough to stecr such a course.

This book places humanity in context as partof the Earch system, using a new scientific
_synthesis to illustrate our debt to the decp past and our potental for the future,

Tim Lenton is a Professor of Earth Sj’stﬂ.]’] Science at the University of Excrer,
Andrew Warson is a Royal Society Research Professor at the University of East Anglia.

‘An exciting, imely, scholarly, and innovarive book.
Tyler Volk, New York University

o Lenton and Watson's thought-provoking book is the latest in a distinguished linc of
warks that have altered our perception of the planet.
Wolfgang Luche, Nature

‘Lenton and Watson have written a remarkable and timely book which is both
entertaining and impeccably researched—fraim the beginning 1 felt both engaged and
enlightened . . . With its academic rigour and, art the same time, its accessibility, the
authors have clearly succeeded in their aim of writing scholarly popular science. As
such, it should inspire us to learn from how the Earth system hasevolved in the
past and face up to the final question: Are we as ver sufficiently grown up to rake
responsibility for a whole planet? One thing is for sure: Ower the next century we
will find out,”

Perer Horton, Chemistry World
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